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A World Without Consequences
By Rabbi Shaul Rosenblatt
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Rabbi Shaul Rosenblatt

Consequences make life worth living.
Richard Dawkins, the evolutionary biologist, labels the G-d of the Old Testament, "the most unpleasant character in all of fiction," a "capriciously malevolent bully."
[Parshat Ki Tavo] is great fodder for him, because G-d discusses in graphic terms what will befall the Jewish people if they do not listen to his commands. Disease, war, exile and famine - to the point where a parent will eat the flesh of his own child's body and be unwilling to share it with the rest of his family! (Deut. 28:53-55)

The Really Nasty Stuff Has Occurred 
Multiple Times in Jewish History
It's really nasty stuff, and the sad thing is that everything written in this week's portion has occurred multiple times in Jewish history.
So, what's G-d up to? Why so much pain? Why so much brutality?
Obviously I'm not going to give a full answer, but I'd like to at least answer this question with a question (as every good rabbi should do.)
Why do we complain about consequences, when a life without consequences would be our worst nightmare?
Let's imagine, for a moment, a world without consequences. I can get up as late as I like and not get fired from my job. In fact, I don't even need to show up at all and my big fat salary will still be automatically deposited every month in my bank account. I can spend what and when I like, without ever running out of money. I can have relationships outside of my marriage, but it won't affect how I feel about my spouse or vice versa. I can cross the street without looking, drive 1,000 miles an hour, drive when I've drunk a keg of beer - and nothing bad will happen to me or anyone else for that matter.

Without Consequences, Life Would Be Utterly Meaningless
Would we really crave such an existence? An existence in which our decisions make no difference to how our lives turn out? No. Without consequences, life would be empty and utterly meaningless. Quite simply, consequences make life worth living.
Consequences for not keeping the Torah also help to make it meaningful. If I have spent my whole life striving to be a good person, and G-d sat me next to Adolf Hitler in Heaven, it would make a mockery of my achievements. Equally, if I'd wasted my life and G-d put me with Moses, I would feel like a fraud.
We want consequences. We embrace consequences. Far from G-d's response to our disinterest in Him being that of a "capriciously malevolent bully," it is the response of One Who wishes to help us live meaningful lives.

Reprinted from the website of aish.com



The Baal Shem Tov’s 
Lesson of “Seeing the 
Fault” in the Mirror
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah portion, Noach, tells the story of the great flood visited upon mankind because of their improper behavior toward one another. After the floodwaters receded and Noah and his family were able to leave the ark, Noah planted a grapevine which he had brought with him. He made wine from the grapes and quickly became intoxicated. Noah fell into a drunken sleep, laying naked in his tent. One of Noah's sons, Cham, saw his father lying naked and told his two brothers about what he had seen. Shem and Yafet immediately went in to cover their father.

The Faces of Shem and Yafet Were Turned Backwards
Shem and Yafet were so careful not to look at their father's nakedness when they went to cover him that "they went backwards, and their faces were turned backwards, and they did not see their father's nakedness."
The story is slightly puzzling. It is clear from the fact that Shem and Yafet walked backwards that they did not see their father. Why, then, does the Torah add the apparently redundant words: "...and they did not see the nakedness of their father"?
There is a saying of the Baal Shem Tov that if a person sees something wrong with someone else, it is a sign that he himself has a similar fault. He sees himself, as it were, in a mirror - if the face he sees is not clean, it is his own face which is dirty.
Can we not see a genuine wrong in someone else without being at fault ourselves?

Man is Blind to His Own Shortcomings
Divine Providence is present in every event. If we see bad in someone, it is to show us our own failings which need correction. Man is blind to his own shortcomings. He needs to see them exemplified in someone else, to force him to reflect on himself and see their counterparts in his own life.
The task of the Jew, however, is not only self-perfection; it is also the improvement of others: "You shall surely rebuke your friend, even a hundred times." Surely, then, when he sees his friend's failings, Providence intends him to help to correct them, not only to introspect on his own weaknesses.

The Need to Reproach a Wrongdoer 
with Tact and Diplomacy
When one sees a Jew doing something wrong, one's first concern must be to seek the duty required of him - namely, to try and reproach him, with tact and delicacy, in the hope that he will correct his ways.
But when one finds oneself seeing this wrong not as something that he himself must correct, but just as a failing in his fellow this is evidence that the fault is a "mirror."

The Significance of Not Seeing
Their Father’s Nakedness
Therefore, after saying that Shem and Yafet turned their faces away from Noach, the Torah adds, "and they did not see their father's nakedness." It is here emphasizing that not only did they physically not see him, they were not even aware of his fault as such-they were concerned only with what must be done (which was to cover him with a mantle).

Reprinted from the 2003/5764 Parashat Noach edition of L’Chaim, a weekly publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization Excerpted from “Keeping in Touch by Rabbi Eliyahu Touger.


Rav Avigdor Miller on
Talking About the 
Greatness of Rain
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QUESTION: How could we rid ourselves of the habit of not seeing the greatness of rain?
ANSWER: By coming here and talking about the things we spoke about tonight (the shiur the Rav gave was about appreciating rain). By talking about them on the street. By thinking about them when you’re sitting down to eat. Every day it rains, you should make sure to think these thoughts. You have to keep on working until it becomes part of your thought routine because complaining comes easy.
By ease, all you do is follow the habits of the multitude.  If you lean back and relax like it says in the taxi, you’ll fall asleep and you won’t see the scenery; you’ll miss all the great lessons of life. You have to work hard to become great.
Every time it rains you get busy talking about the rain. Now, your friends will think you for a fool. They’re gonna think you’re eccentric and after a while they’ll stop listening to you so you’ll have to talk to yourself. We’re going to see you walking down Ocean Parkway, muttering to yourself. But you’ve got to realize you’re becoming a great man.

[image: ]

Now, when you get married you think you’re marrying an idealist, so you start telling your wife at the beginning about the rain.  So for the first couple of days she’ll have to be polite and listen to you. After a while she says, “Stop, please. Stop! I heard this stuff already. You already told me last week about how we are all 80% water!” 
So, there’s nobody to talk to. So, when your wife is not around, close the door and talk to yourself about the rain and little by little, you’ll talk yourself into it and then you’ll begin to have eyes. You’ll be a man who sees the truth.
But you shouldn’t expect company in your success. When you go higher on the mountain, the air becomes more and more rare.  The company is all down on the ground and as you go higher on the mountain, you have less and less company. When you get to the top, there’s no company at all.  Moshe Rabbeinu got to the top;  he said goodbye to Mankind.  He was different from all men from then on.
It’s hard to be an idealist.  You have to be different. The secret is, you have to be a little bit of a meshuganer.  מוטב שיהיה שוטה כל ימיו בעיני הבריות– It’s better to be a lunatic all your life in the eyes of Mankind, ואל יהיה רשע שעה אחת לפני המקום – in order that Hakadosh Baruch Hu should approve of you.  However, take that advice carefully.  It’s a recipe for greatness, a prescription, but you have to know how to use it.  Don’t just stam try to be a shoteh.
Reprinted from a recent email of Toras Avigdor based on a question asked to Rav Avigdor Miller in March 1996.
	
Thoughts that Count 
For Our Parsha

Noah was a just, perfect man in his generation. Noah walked with G-d. (Gen. 6:9)
There are those Jews who behave very Jewishly in their homes, but when they go out into the world among other people they are embarrassed about their Judaism. There are also those who, in the privacy of their own homes, are not so observant. But when outside or among others, they put on a G-d-fearing facade. A pure, wholesome Jew is one who is "a just, perfect man in his generation" - one who acts the same way among people as well as "with G-d" when in the privacy of his own home. (Yalkut HaDrush)

The earth was corrupt before G-d, and the earth was filled with violence. (Gen. 6:11)
People are mistaken to think that without belief in G-d they will still perform the mitzvot that are between one person and another (i.e. charity, hospitality, not stealing, etc.). For, when the world becomes "corrupt before G-d" - when people throw off the yoke of belief and sin toward G-d - the outcome will be "and the earth was filled with violence." (Or HaTorah)

And G-d said to Noah, "Come with all your household into the ark " (Gen. 7:1)
The Hebrew word for "ark" is "teiva," which can also mean "word." The Baal Shem Tov interprets this phrase as an exhortation to "enter" the words of Torah and prayer. When one brings his children into the protective "ark" of the words of Torah, and sets limitations for their behavior according to the standards of Torah conduct, then those youngsters are saved from the stormy flood waters of the negative influences of the environment.

Of clean beasts and of beasts that are not clean that came to Noah and into the ark, two by two (Gen. 7:8)
The word "unclean" would have been more succinct than "that are not clean." However, the Torah goes out of its way, using eight extra letters, to avoid an unpleasant word; the Torah is always as concise as possible. The message of this elaborate phrase, then, is that one's speech should be at all times free of improper expressions. (Rashi)


And the whole earth was of one language. (Gen. 11:1)
The generation that was alive at the time of the Flood was utterly steeped in thievery and dishonesty, and therefore was thoroughly destroyed. But the generation of the Tower of Babel had at least the merit of loving their fellow man and getting along with each other, as it says, "and the whole earth was of one language." Therefore, they were not all destroyed.
(Breishit Rabba)

Reprinted from the Parshat 5763/2003 (Issue #789) email of L’Chaim, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

Noach the Righteous: Ten Little-Known Facts About the Man Who Survived the Flood
By Yonatan HaLevi

From kindness to animals and spiritual resilience to world-changing innovation, these powerful insights reveal why Noach found favor in G-d’s eyes.
Noach, the tenth generation from Adam, was the only person who merited being saved — together with his family, from the Generation of the Flood. Following are ten fascinating facts about the man who “found favor in the eyes of God,” of whom the Torah testifies: “a righteous and wholehearted man in his generations.”

1. The First Human Born with Separated Fingers
The Yalkut Reuveni teaches that from the creation of man until the birth of Noach, people were born with fully joined hands, without separated fingers. Noach was the first human born with distinct fingers. The Midrash explains: “Before Noach was born, people’s hands were completely joined, without separation of fingers, because they did not need to work the land. Noach was born with separated fingers, and from this Lamech understood that he would need them for agricultural labor.”
[image: (Photo: shutterstock)](Photo: shutterstock)

2. The World Was Restored Through Noach
The Midrash Tanchuma states that when Noach was born, the world returned to proper order: “Before Noach was born… people would sow wheat and reap thorns and thistles. Once Noach was born, the world was restored — what they sowed, they reaped; they sowed wheat and reaped wheat.”

3. Noach Was Born Circumcised
The Midrash Tanchuma (Bereishit 11) relates that when G-d cursed the ground after Adam’s sin, Adam asked, “Master of the Universe, how long will this last?” G-d answered, “Until a man is born circumcised.” The Midrash continues: “When Noach was born circumcised, Lamech immediately knew and said: ‘Surely this one will comfort us.’”

.4. Noach Learned the Entire Torah
Rashi derives this from Noach’s knowledge of which animals were pure and impure — seven of each pure species and two of each impure species entered the Ark. How did Noach know this distinction? Rashi explains: “From the pure animals — those destined to be declared pure for Israel, we learn that Noach studied Torah.”
5. Noah Lived to See the World Rebuilt
The Midrash Tanchuma states: “Our sages said: Noach did not die until he saw the world resettled and until he saw seventy nations descend from him.”

6. Noach’s Tireless Care for the Animals
The verse “He who captures souls is wise” is applied to Noach. The Midrash explains: “This refers to Noach, who sustained and provided for every animal… each species was fed according to its needs — the camel with straw, the donkey with barley, and so on.”
The sages further describe his devotion: “Some animals eat once a day, some twice, some three times; some at the beginning of the night, some in the middle, some at dawn… For twelve months in the Ark, Noach did not sleep — neither by day nor by night, because he was constantly caring for the living creatures with him.”

7. Saved Through Kindness to Animals
Yalkut Tehillim (37) records that Avraham asked Malki-Tzedek, king of Salem (who was Shem, son of Noach): “By what merit were you saved from the Ark?”
He answered: “By the merit of charity we performed there.”
Avraham responded: “What charity did you do in the Ark? Were there poor people there? Only Noach and his sons were present!”
Malki-Tzedek replied: “We performed kindness with the animals, beasts, and birds. We did not sleep as we constantly fed each one.”
The Midrash concludes that Avraham said: “If these people were saved by showing kindness to animals, how much more so will I be rewarded if I perform kindness with human beings, who are created in the image of G-d.”

8. Noach Educated His Children in Faith
Radak explains that Noach was saved because he served G-d and educated his children accordingly: “Just as he devoted himself to serving G-d, so did he teach and train his children to turn away from the ways of the wicked and to serve G-d and cling to Him. Had they not done so, they would not have been saved from the Flood.”

9. Noach Excelled in Three Moral Areas
The Kli Yakar explains that the Generation of the Flood corrupted themselves in three sins: idolatry, sexual immorality, and theft. Noach was protected from all three: “‘Righteous’ — he did not steal; Wholehearted’ — he was guarded against immorality; ‘He walked with God’ — he did not turn to other gods.”


10. Innovators Who Improve the World Can Merit Eternal Reward
Rabbi Yerucham, in Da’at Torah (Bereishit 5:29), writes profound words about Noach’s kindness: “He also merited greatly by introducing new innovations to improve the world, all for the purpose of rest. And this rest was not, Heaven forbid, mere indulgent comfort, but a rest born of love… Through this he found favor in the eyes of G-d and merited eternal victory.”
Rabbi Yerucham continues: “It is astounding: according to this, anyone who introduces innovations that improve the world deserves great reward for the immense kindness they bring. And if they do so for the sake of Heaven, their reward is truly awe-inspiring.”

Reprinted from the website of Hidabroot.com

The Superiority of 
the Human Artist

An artist once asked a respectable Rabbi why Hashem desires human service when He already has perfect, flawless angels. Given human flaws, mistakes, and constant struggles, what value do human mitzvos truly have? 
The Rabbi asked the artist about his profession. The artist proudly shared that he painted a sunset over the ocean so exquisite and detailed that it commanded an exorbitant price. 
“Why doesn’t someone simply take a picture of the sunset with a camera?” the Rabbi inquired. “A camera provides a far more perfect replica than any painting.” 
The artist smiled and explained that a camera involves no personal effort or challenge, so taking a photograph carries no true achievement. The true beauty of art lies in attaining near perfection within the limits of human ability. 
The Rabbi explained that this principle answers the initial question. An angel’s service is like a camera’s photograph; flawless and effortless, without challenge. Hashem created flawed human beings so they can be “artists” painting life as beautifully as possible within their confinements. Serving Hashem is an art, where true perfection is forged through overcoming human limitations

Reprinted from the Parshas Bereishis 5787 email for Rabbi Dovid Hoffman’s Torah Tavlin.
12 Women of the Talmud
By Yehuda Altein
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There’s no getting around the fact that the vast majority of the Talmud records the wisdom of male Torah scholars. But there are women as well! Within its pages are a number of remarkable women who earned the respect of the Sages for their erudition, sharp wit, kindness, modesty, or high standing. Read on to meet 12 women who grace the pages of the Talmud.

1. Beruriah
[bookmark: footnoteRef1a7531510][bookmark: footnoteRef2a7531510]Perhaps the most famous woman in the Talmud is Beruriah, wife of the great Torah scholar Rabbi Meir. A formidable scholar in her own right, her opinion on points of Jewish law is cited twice in the Talmud, and both times, her (male) contemporaries praised her for it.1 The Talmud also shares several pieces of advice she gave,2 painting a picture of a woman with a sharp mind, vast knowledge, and strength of character.

2. Rachel, Wife of Rabbi Akiva
Rabbi Akiva started out as an unlearned shepherd tending the flocks of the wealthy Kalba Savua. But when Kalba Savua’s daughter, Rachel, noticed how modest and fine a character Akiva had, she offered to marry him, on condition that he go and study Torah. He was 40 years old and had never studied before, yet she was certain that, given the chance, he’d become a great Torah scholar.
[bookmark: footnoteRef3a7531510]When her father found out about the match, he threw Rachel out of his house and cut her out of his estate. She married Akiva anyway, and in time he became one of the greatest scholars of his generation. He later told his students, “Everything that’s mine and yours is really hers!”3

3. Yalta
[bookmark: footnoteRef4a7531510][bookmark: footnoteRef5a7531510][bookmark: footnoteRef6a7531510]Yalta was a prestigious woman who is mentioned several times in the Talmud. As the daughter of the Exilarch (the leader of Babylonian Jewry) and the wife of the sage Rav Nachman, she carried significant rank.4 Among other episodes, the Talmud describes how she came to the aid of a pious man mistreated by her father's servants,5 and her care in keeping the laws of family purity.6

4. “Mother” of Abaye
[bookmark: footnoteRef7a7531510][bookmark: footnoteRef8a7531510]Abaye, one of the greatest scholars of the Talmud, often quoted nuggets of wisdom he’d heard from his mother, mostly having to do with health and medicine.7 But didn’t Abaye’s mother pass away right after he was born? The Talmud explains that this “mother” wasn’t his biological mother, but the woman who raised him.8 Abaye held her in great esteem, valuing her insights and passing them along to others.

5. Kimchit
[bookmark: footnoteRef9a7531510]The Talmud tells of a woman named Kimchit who mothered no fewer than seven sons who all went on to serve as High Priest. Asked what she’d done to merit such distinction, she answered, “Ever since I got married, even the walls of my own home have never seen my hair.”9
(Jewish law requires married women to cover their hair in public or in the presence of others. Kimchit went a step further, covering her hair even in the privacy of her own home.)

6. Rav Chisda’s Daughter
[bookmark: footnoteRef10a7531510]The Talmud teaches that ever since the Holy Temple was destroyed, “prophecy was taken from the prophets and given over to fools and children.” As an illustration, the Talmud tells of Rav Chisda’s young daughter, who was once sitting on her father’s lap while two of his students sat nearby. Rav Chisda asked her, “Which of these two would you like to marry when you grow up?” “Both!” she answered. And sure enough, she did marry them both—first Rami son of Chama, and after his passing, the renowned sage Rava.10
[bookmark: footnoteRef11a7531510][bookmark: footnoteRef12a7531510]Elsewhere, the Talmud records various interactions between Rava and his wife, highlighting his trust in her judgment in matters that came before the court11 and in her proficiency in matters related to the kosher laws.12

7. Imma Shalom
Imma Shalom was the sister of Rabban Gamliel, a great scholar and leader of the Jewish people in the early years after the Temple’s destruction. She was also the wife of another towering Talmudic scholar, Rabbi Eliezer.
[bookmark: footnoteRef13a7531510]The Talmud tells how Imma Shalom and her brother Rabban Gamliel teamed up to expose a certain non-Jewish judge for who he really was. Imma Shalom first bribed him with a gold candelabra, and the two then came before him asking him to settle the division of their father’s estate. Just as expected, the judge ruled in her favor. The next day, Rabban Gamliel bribed the same judge with a fine donkey, and the judge promptly reversed his ruling in Rabban Gamliel’s favor. Seeing this, Imma Shalom dropped a not-so-subtle hint: “May your light shine as bright as a candelabra!” To which Rabban Gamliel retorted, “A donkey came and kicked over the candelabra!”13
[bookmark: footnoteRef14a7531510]Imma Shalom was blessed with beautiful children, which she credited to her husband’s modesty in their most intimate moments together.14

8. Wife of Abba Chilkiyah
During a drought, the Jewish community once asked the pious Abba Chilkiyah to pray for rain. He and his wife climbed up to their roof to pray, each standing at an opposite corner. As they prayed, clouds began to gather on the side of the sky closest to his wife.
[bookmark: footnoteRef15a7531510]When asked why his wife’s prayers were answered first, Abba Chilkiyah explained that her merit outweighed his. Both of them gave charity to the poor, but while he gave money, which meant the poor still had to go and buy food with it, she handed out ready-made food that could be eaten right away.15

9. Wife of Mar Ukva
A similar story is told of the wife of the kindhearted sage Mar Ukva. Every day, Mar Ukva would quietly slip some coins through a hole in the door of a poor man who lived nearby. One day, the poor man caught sight of him and his wife approaching. Not wanting to embarrass the man by being discovered, the couple fled and hid inside an oven that was still warm from use.
[bookmark: footnoteRef16a7531510]Mar Ukva’s feet began to burn from the heat, so his wife told him to stand on top of her feet, which remained unharmed. She then explained why she merited to be spared: since she stayed home, she was more available to help poor visitors, and furthermore, she gave them food rather than money.16
10. Marta, Daughter of Baytus
[bookmark: footnoteRef17a7531510][bookmark: footnoteRef18a7531510]Marta was married to Rabbi Yehoshua son of Gamla,17 who is famous for ensuring the survival of Torah learning by setting up schools for children across the Land of Israel. Though exceptionally wealthy, unfortunately Marta met a bitter end: during the Roman siege of Jerusalem, she was reduced to searching the streets for scraps of food, which her delicate constitution couldn’t withstand. The Talmud gives two versions of what was the final straw: either she stepped barefoot on something unclean, or she ate figs that a sick person had already tasted. In her final moments, she threw all her gold and silver into the street and exclaimed, “What do I need all this for?!”18

11. Maidservant of Rabbi Yehuda the Prince
[bookmark: footnoteRef19a7531510]The students of Rabbi Yehuda the Prince learned many pearls of wisdom … from their teacher’s maidservant! Often, when they came across a puzzling word in a Biblical or Mishnaic passage, they’d eventually overhear her use that very word in ordinary conversation, and its meaning would become clear.19
[bookmark: footnoteRef20a7531510]Rabbi Yehuda’s maidservant appears elsewhere in the Talmud too, portrayed as a wise woman whose words and actions earned the respect of the sages.20

12. An Anonymous Hostess
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananyah was famous for his successful debates against the enemies of the Jewish people. Yet he said about himself that no one ever got the better of him except a woman, a young boy, and a young girl.
The incident with the woman happened when he was once staying at a certain inn. For the first two days, he finished his entire plate without leaving anything over, against the common custom of the time. On the third day, his hostess intentionally over-salted his dish, so he pushed it aside, claiming he’d already eaten. “If so,” she replied, “why did you eat the bread? Perhaps you’re making up for not leaving anything over the past two days?” In this way, she taught him, subtly and cleverly, proper table etiquette.
Footnotes
[bookmark: footnote2a7531510][bookmark: footnote3a7531510][bookmark: footnote4a7531510][bookmark: footnote5a7531510][bookmark: footnote6a7531510][bookmark: footnote7a7531510][bookmark: footnote8a7531510][bookmark: footnote9a7531510][bookmark: footnote10a7531510][bookmark: footnote11a7531510][bookmark: footnote12a7531510][bookmark: footnote13a7531510][bookmark: footnote14a7531510]1. Tosefta, Keilim 4:9 and 8:3.  2. Eruvin 53b–54a and Berachot 10a. 3. Ketubot 62b–63a. 4. Rashi to Gittin 67b s.v. Yalta. 5. Gittin 67b. 6. Niddah 20b. 7. For example, see Shabbat 66b and 134a. 8. Kiddushin 31b, 9. Yoma 47a. 10. Bava Batra 12b. 11. Ketubot 85a. 12. Chagigah 5a. 13. Shabbat 116a–b. 14. Nedarim 20a.
[bookmark: footnote16a7531510][bookmark: footnote17a7531510][bookmark: footnote18a7531510][bookmark: footnote19a7531510]15. Taanit 23b. 16. Ketubot 67b. 17. Yevamot 61a. 18. Gittin 56a. 19. Megillah 18a.
20. See Eruvin 53b and Moed Katan 17a.

Reprinted from the Chabad.Org website.
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